[Usefulness of a manual on physician behavior at the time of death confirmation].
The behavior of a physician when confirming the death of a patient is thought to greatly affect the bereaved family. The required aspects of a physician's behavior after a patient's death are rarely included in physician education. Therefore, the few physicians who confirm the death of a patient should be conscious of the grief of the family members. A questionnaire survey was administered to nurses of a palliative care unit, and the findings showed that the behavior of an attending physician was different from that of other physicians when confirming death. We have prepared a manual that specifies the expected behavior of physicians confirming the death of patients to ensure that physicians other than the attending physician are also conscious of subsequent grief care for the bereaved family.